Pharo Highlights

Improving Farmers Livelihood in Ethiopia
Ethiopia: The Foundation since 2017 is running an
integrated livelihood programme that aims to increase
agriculture production and productivity, through the
introduction of good agricultural practices, and improving
access to farm inputs and market. Pharo is scaling up efforts
to increase the number of households enrolled in good
agricultural practices and so far, it has secured 980 crop
producers. Part of these interventions include creating
access to irrigation schemes and technology, to increase
production per households.
Approximately 822 farmers in Ethiopia’s Benishangul Gumuz
Regional State (BGRS) targeted by the Pharo Foundation in
Homosha, Menge & Undulu districts, received 47.7 tons of
selected seeds and fertilizers (agricultural inputs) in the
month of June. The foundation started the distribution of
improved agricultural crop varieties in all target Kebeles
(Villages) to initiate the crop subsidy approach to farmers.
Pharo in collaboration with community facilitators oversaw
this exercise which is part of improving access to agricultural
inputs.
An alternative livelihood source for farmers in the target
area is livestock production including poultry, beekeeping
and small ruminants. In June, the foundation introduced 663
improved poultry breeds to 39 farmers, 14 from Homosha,
11 from Menge, and 14 from Undulu Woredas. Pharo also
provided capacity-building training for farmers on proper
housing and feeding, disease, and predator control.

Farmers receiving poultry from the Foundation in Homosha.

The Pharo Foundation is working to improve the skills and
knowledge of the farmers in the BGRS region. The Foundation
has developed training materials on cereal and legume
production, improved irrigation practice and technology, and
fruit grafting. Additionally, Pharo trained 41 trainers of
trainers on various crop production, livestock farming
methods and beekeeping.
The foundation established 4 Pharo farmers training centres
in the BGRS. The training centres targeting approximately
6,400 farmers provide comprehensive agricultural extension
service-based demonstration workshops. They also provide
farmers with practical training to build their capacity, as well
as knowledge and skills to carry out agricultural activities. The
farms also serve as a demonstration area for farmers to learn
about different farming methods and techniques.
Pharo is also working with cooperatives to help the
communities develop a saving culture for people in the same
geographical area, and so far, there are 8 saving groups
trained in marketing and book keeping. The foundation
reached 495 people through an awareness campaign on the
importance of cooperative membership and saving and credit
practice.
The Foundation’s agricultural activities are geared towards
supporting smallholder farmers to improve their livelihood,
increase income, diversify income sources, and ensure food
security.

Trainers of trainers’ participants in BGRS.
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Agriculture Activities in Ethiopia

Farmers preparing land for planting at Tumet Jeberona Kebele in Menge, Ethiopia.

A farmers training centre.

Small ruminants housing construction.

Agricultural seeds for distribution.

A field staff showcasing sorghum crop.

Small ruminants in their new pen.
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The Pharo Foundation Exhibits at NGO Forum in Ethiopia

Over 70 NGO’s including The Pharo Foundation, participated in a conference and exhibition organised by the Ethiopia
Authority for Civil Society Organization (ACSO) in June. This was ACSO’s first post – Covid 19 conference and it
attracted various organisations. Pharo’s Ethiopia team showcased the Foundation’s work in the areas of education,
health, agriculture and water. The team hosted at their booth 4 ministers, ACSO officials, and several members of the
public. The invitation for Pharo to exhibit was as a result of a recent visit by the ACSO officials to The Pharo
Foundation Assosa programme sites. The authorities were very impressed with the Foundation’s work and even
posted on their Facebook page details of the visit, a list of Pharo’s big achievements in all four pillars, as well as
Pharo’s contribution to their emergency calls during the peak of the Covid 19 pandemic, and for the displaced people.

The Pharo Foundation team at the NGO exhibition in Addis, Ethiopia.

Feedback? Stories & Photos to share?
Please email:
jratemo@pharofoundation.org
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