Pharo Highlights

Somaliland’s 2022 Early Childhood Education (ECE) Graduation
Somaliland: Over 700 students graduated from 15 Pharo
supported Early Childhood Education centres in Somaliland
public schools on 30 May, 2022. Government officials graced
the event including Abdihakin Said Bustale, the Deputy Minister
of Education, and Mohamed Bidde, the Director of Job
Creation, Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. This was one of
the largest ECE graduations attended by approximately 2000,
guests including The Pharo Foundation management.

The ECE age group is 5 to 6 years. Various speakers at the
graduation ceremony emphasized the importance of the ECE
programme for the community, and education sector in the
country. In Somaliland, The Pharo Foundation has been
working with the government to expand ECE access from 5.7%
to 15% for all eligible students, thereby, nurturing education
development through the centres.
One parent Luul Abdiqadir Osman shared how her five year old
daughter asked her to attend the graduation ceremony
because it was an important day in her life, and she wanted her
mother’s support. This shows the critical role of women in the
success of the ECE programme.

Abdihakin Said Bustale, the Deputy Minister of Education (middle)
issues a certificate to an ECE graduating student as Mohamed Elmi,
The Pharo Foundation Country Representative Somaliland (left), and
Muna Ahmed, Pharo’s Head of Education (right) look on.

In addition to the Pharo supported ECE centres, The Pharo
Foundation owns a Kindergarten (KG) School which also held a
graduation ceremony for 72 students on 9 June 2022. Ilhan
Abdikariim, the Head of Pharo KG officiated the ceremony
which featured various student presentations comprising of
songs, plays and traditional dances.
In Somaliland, Pharo currently runs 15 ECE centres all within
public schools, and the Pharo-owned KG school. Consequently,
children from poor and middle income families are benefiting
from quality pre-school education. The Pharo Foundation aims
to improve access to education through creating centres of
excellence, where all students realise their full potential.

The Pharo Kindergarten graduating class entertaining guests at their
graduation ceremony.
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Pharo Primary School Student Wins a STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Competition
in Assosa, Ethiopia

Pharo Primary School student Helen Tekalig, and winner of the STEM competition, makes her presentation
during the event.

Ethiopia: Helen Tekalign, a Pharo Primary School student
in grade 5 won a STEM competition featruring 242
primary and 20 secondary schools in the Assosa zone and
city. The Benishangul-Gumuz regional state (BGRS)
Science, Technology and Information Communication
agency organised the STEM competition from 14 -16
June, 2022, as part of its research and innovation
symposium.

The winning student Helen who is also the school’s Prime
Minister, received a certificate and an award of ETB 5,000
(approximately USD 100), presented by the BGRS President’s
Office Social Affairs Advisor, Getachew Filipos.

The aim of the competition was to promote experiential
learning, innovation, creativity and attraction to STEM
related disciplines, starting from early childhood through
primary, secondary, and all the way to university level.
The competition had three stages comprising of
screening, presentation and demonstration. The Pharo
Primary School had two of its students competing in
performances under the following categories:
Scratch - a free programing language where students
create their own stories, games and animations. Helen
Tekalign presented in this category.
A security camera - this involved discovering a security
camera using two or more devices and internet access.
Abdulnasir Yakob, a Pharo Primary School grade 7 student
topped in this category.
Federal government office representatives including
those from the zone attended the competition which was
also covered by the local media.

Government officials closely following the students presentations during the
STEM competition.

The Pharo Foundation’s management also took part in the
event which presented an excellent opportunity to showcase
Pharo’s work in the education sector.
The Pharo Primary School has been in operation for the last
two years. Seeing as schools are measured by their outcome,
winning this competition is a great achievement for the
foundation and the entire school community.
Well done team and congratulations to the winner Helen!

The Pharo Foundation’s first girls’ boarding school in Homosha recently received formal recognition
as the best school in the region by the BGRS education bureau.
Since 2017, the Foundation has renovated and enhanced eleven primary schools in the region.
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The Pharo Foundation Kindergarten graduating class, in Hargeisa, Somaliland.

The Pharo Foundation Kindergarten graduating class in
their graduation attire.

The ECE graduating students
singing the national anthem.

A presentation of Somaliland’s national anthem by The Pharo
Foundation Kindergarten graduating class.

The Pharo Foundation team in
Hargeisa, Somaliland at the ECE
graduation ceremony.

An ECE parent passionately
speaking at the graduation
event.

Feedback? Stories & Photos to share?
Please email:
jratemo@pharofoundation.org
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