Pharo Highlights

Pharo Diagnostic Centre Launched in Assosa, Ethiopia
Health: Over one million people in the Benishangul-Gumuz regional
state (BGRS) of Ethiopia and beyond will benefit from quality healthcare
services following the launch of the Pharo Diagnostic Centre in Assosa.
Gulden Kazandag, The Pharo Foundation CEO and Her Excellency
Alemnesh Yibas, speaker of the regional council, led staff and other
guests in launching the centre on 15 June 2022. The centre served 16
patients on its first full day of operation.
According to Ethiopia’s Ministry of Health, despite an increase in
primary health coverage from 50.7% in 2000 to more than 90% in 2019,
Universal Health Coverage remained at only 43%. This means limited
access to the most basic public healthcare and specialised services.
Additionally, access to tertiary level healthcare is inadequate, and in
many rural areas it is virtually non-existent. Diagnostic capabilities in
most hospitals is also a challenge. However, ensuring access to good
quality healthcare for over 104 million Ethiopians remains a key priority
for its government and development partners.
In her remarks during the launch, Gulden celebrated the diagnostic
centre as a premier medical facility in Africa and the first of its kind in
the Benishangul-Gumuz regional state. “The centre is equipped with
well-trained health professionals and world-class laboratory machines
offering a wide range of tests,” she noted. These tests including
haematology, microbiology, clinical chemistry, immunology, serology,
and molecular biology are not offered in any other facility in the region.

Gulden Kazandag, The Pharo Foundation CEO, Her Excellency
Alemnesh Yibas, speaker of the regional council and invited
guests at the launch of the Pharo Diagnostic Centre in Assosa,
Ethiopia.

Other initiatives by The Pharo Foundation to improve healthcare
services in the Benishangul Gumuz region include constructing an
intensive care unit (ICU) and a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) in
Assosa General Hospital in 2019. Currently, the Foundation is finalising a
project to ensure reliable water supply for the hospital by August 2022.
In 2021, the Foundation also renovated two government health centres
in Menge and Homosha. In the past, Pharo helped establish 3 NICUs in
the greater BRGS.
The Pharo Foundation recognises health as a key aspect of human and
economic development and is working to increase access and quality of
health care in Africa.

A display of various lab equipment at the newly launched Pharo
Diagnostic Centre in Assosa, Ethiopia.

Well done to the entire Pharo Diagnostic Centre team and their Pharo
counterparts for this great milestone!
Feedback? Stories & Photos to share?
Please email: jratemo@pharofoundation.org
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The team of health professionals working at the newly launched Pharo Diagnostic Centre, in Assosa, Ethiopia.

The reception area and a visual of the various units in the Pharo Diagnostic Centre.
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