Pharo Highlights

The Pharo Secondary School Sheikh Graduation Ceremony
Somaliland: The Pharo Secondary School Sheikh, is a pillar in Somaliland’s educational history. For over half a century,
the school has played a major role in producing the country’s best intellectuals. The school which is considered one of
the best in the county is renowned for its academic excellence and provides learners with versatile opportunities to
grow and thrive.
The Pharo Secondary School Sheikh held a graduation ceremony in July, which was the first in three years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Attendees at the event included government officials, representatives of Ministry of Education
and Science, the Mayor of Berbera, Mayor of Sheikh, parents, students, teachers, the school management, alumni
students, and community members.
Representatives of the graduating class shared their unforgettable school experiences, the lifetime friendships they
had made, the challenges, successes, and their future aspirations, including plans to contribute back to their
community. The alumni students also gave the graduating class advice on what to expect in their next journey.
In a major milestone, 21 students from the school have received initial acceptance, pending some conditions, to
international education institutions in Canada, US, Malaysia, Cyprus, and Kenya. These students have to meet the
required scores in their Grade 12 exams and are currently waiting for the results. This is the first time the school has
found placement for its students abroad.
The school also faced significant changes with its longest serving school principal, Adan Muse, exiting to take up a role
at the Foundation as a government liaison. Adan who has worked at the school for 20 years, received an Honorary
Award for his service from the local council of the Sheikh District. The Foundation is very grateful to Adan for his years
of service and dedication to the school, and look forward to his contributions in the new role.
Mohamed Bakaal, the immediate deputy has since taken up the principal role.
Since 2019, the Foundation is consistently working towards improving the Pharo Secondary School Sheikh academics,
infrastructure, and the overall strategy. Some of the notable successes include the completion of a new girls’ dorms,
increased number of teachers hired, and curriculum improvements.
The Pharo Foundation aims to improve access to education through creating centres of excellence, where all students
realise their full potential. Our Pharo schools across the different countries offer 21st century learning with a holistic
approach integrating academics, student leadership, extra-curricular activities, and life skills.
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