Pharo Highlights

Water Access Challenges Amidst Severe Drought
Somaliland:

Approximately 1.2 million people across
Somaliland were adversely affected by the early 2022 drought
according to the Somaliland National Drought Committee (NDC).
There was an urgent need for emergency response in the form of
water trucking, food, and fodder to save human lives, livestock,
and livelihoods. In January, the Somaliland government took
measures to respond to the drought situation which included
sourcing for additional budgetary funds, and seeking out
partners to support water trucking, borehole/dam rehabilitation,
and boosting the national food reserves.
The President of Somaliland directly asked development
agencies including The Pharo Foundation, and other major
corporations in the country to take part in the effort. The
Foundation delivered 1,000 water trucks to 294 villages across
14 districts, in the Maroodijeeh and Saahil regions. The Pharo
Foundation finished their water trucking delivery before any
other organisation had even started. The President’s office
thanked Pharo for the successful undertaking and great effort.
This exercise has set Pharo apart as an organisation that delivers
exceptional results on time, and beyond expectation.
Every Pharo Somaliland employee participated in the
intervention with most of them spending at least two weeks in
the rural communities. The team oversaw water distribution in
collaboration with the village management communities, and
regional government officers.

Khalid who worked in various areas within the Go’dawayn
village narrated that despite the limited access to food for days,
(with the exception of date fruits and pre-packed milk cartoons)
and the rough sleeping conditions, the satisfaction from seeing
how Pharo’s drought response touched the lives of those in
need was enough motivation to get up the next day and do the
same thing. These are just a few examples of the many hurdles
involved in field activities, yet, the impact is far reaching and life
changing.
This noble drought response exercise not only impacted the
lives of thousands of people in Somaliland, but it also fostered
teamwork between Pharo Somaliland colleagues from various
departments and functions. The team developed a deep sense
of appreciation for the foundation’s work in the country.
In Somaliland, Pharo has rehabilitated two earth dams which
are vital for more than 500 households and their livestock water
needs, especially in light of recent erratic rain patterns. The
Foundation has also embarked on a largescale water
infrastructure project involving building, and rehabilitation of
reservoirs, berkeds, and a large dam which will ensure water
access to more than 30,000 people and thousands of animals.

Khalid Esa and Ismail Abdi, Pharo Foundation Somaliland staff,
took part in the organisation’s drought emergency response
activities, among other team members. In an eventful journey
through the difficult Somaliland terrain and villages, they had
scary encounters with snakes while accessing some water wells,
and in their living quarters.
“During the water tracking activity, I had a number of encounters
with venomous snakes. The first time was during my inspection
of one of the water wells to check its levels in the general Bulhar
village. I stuck my head inside the well and immediately saw a
snake crawling out of the same opening! My other snake
experiences were at our overnight sleeping spots where they
would creep in and hide. The local villagers advised us to build
sand domes, and place our sleeping tents on top of them. It
became a regular encounter in the morning to see snakes trying
to climb into our sleeping tents,” said Ismail.

Filling of dams with water by The Pharo Somaliland team.
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Somaliland Drought Response Initiatives
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Water Programmes in Ethiopia
Ethiopia: Over 6.8 million people living in
Oromia region suffered the effects of drought
in Ethiopia. The prolonged drought deemed to
be one of the most severe since late 2020 into
2022 continues to compromise fragile
livelihoods heavily reliant on livestock, and
deepening food insecurity and malnutrition.
In the Benishangul-Gumuz regional state,
Menge, Homosha and Assosa districts, The
Pharo Foundation rehabilitated 11 shallow
and 5 deep wells. This enabled the generation
of over 200,000 litres of clean drinking water
for
households
within
the
various
communities. Pharo also engineered the
digging of a pipeline bringing water to Asossa
from nearly 11 kms away. Currently, the
Foundation is finalising a project to ensure
reliable water supply for the Assosa General
Hospital by August 2022.

Clean water from a well drilling exercise by The Pharo Foundation in Homosha, Ethiopia.

The Foundation works to improve access to
safe, adequate and affordable drinking water
as well as improved sanitation facilities.

Feedback? Stories & Photos to share?
Please email:
jratemo@pharofoundation.org
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