
Trustees Take East Africa By Storm

Pharo Highlights 

The Pharo Foundation's trustees visited Ethiopia, Somaliland, and Kenya in November for the first time since the COVID-
19 pandemic. The visiting team comprised the Foundation’s founder and chair, Guillaume Fonkenell, Farah Jirdeh-
Fonkenell, Mustafa Jama, Nicolas Sagna, and Matthieu Baumgartner. The Foundation’s CEO, country representatives,
and several staff members accompanied the trustees to the various sites where they saw several initiatives and
recently launched projects. The visit provided an exciting and rare interaction opportunity for the trustees and staff.

The trustees and other guests during the launch of the girls’ dormitory at the Pharo Secondary School Sheikh, Somaliland.

A visit to the Pharo Diagnostic Centre, Assosa, Ethiopia. The trustees and staff at a Farmer Training Centre, Ethiopia.



ETHIOPIA

Ethiopia: The trustees visited the Pharo School Assosa,
and experienced a showcase by the STEM - Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math club. They stopped by
various classes, the Information Technology (IT) computer
lab and toured the school's facilities. The school
management team, the teachers, the students and the
Parents Teachers Association (PTA) members were thrilled
to host the trustees. A highlight of the school visit was the
speech made by the PTA representative, who expressed
his deep appreciation to the trustees for investing in the
Assosa area and making a significant impact in the
education sector.

At the Pharo School Homosha, the students thanked the
trustees for opening a wonderful boarding school and
giving them a life-changing opportunity. Additionally, the
students dazzled the trustees with their confidence, level
of spoken English, IT and STEM skills. The trustees met the
staff and students, including the members of Pepal (Pharo
Email Pals), who have been communicating with other
children in schools across the world. They also visited the
dormitories, academic block, library, staff residence, and
other facilities. As is the usual practice during a visit to the
Pharo School Homosha, the trustees added their
handprints to the school's Africa's Wall of Fame.

A visit to the IT lab at Pharo Primary School Assosa, Ethiopia.

The Foundation’s founder and chair, Guillaume Fonkenell, in
his address, said,

“Education is one the best investments one can have. It
goes beyond just opening a school, but also having parents
invest in their children's education by sending them to
school. The students must also invest in themselves by
putting in the time and energy to study. Investing in
education is fundamental for the Foundation and will
remain with us forever.”

The trustees noted the significant transformation at the Pharo
School Assosa, and the Pharo School Homosha. They thanked
the head of the schools and staff for their remarkable work.

The trustees also visited the Pharo Diagnostic Centre which
was launched in June this year. Two of the trustees
volunteered to test the effectiveness of the clinical lab by
undergoing a blood test, whose results came back in record
time. Additionally, Guillaume Fonkenell presided over the
official launch of the the Assosa town, and Hospital Water
Supply Upgrading Project. The project has improved the
town's current water supply by 20% and upgraded its
coverage by 8%. As for the Assosa General Hospital, it now
has a 24-hour water supply.

Guillaume Fonkenell emerges victorious from a concentration 
challenge set by students at the Pharo School Assosa.



SOMALILAND

Somaliland: The key highlight of the trustees' Somaliland visit was the official launch of the girls' dormitory at
the Pharo Secondary School, Sheikh. Somaliland’s Vice President, Abdirahman Ismail Zaylai’ joined the trustees
in this significant event. Other attendees included officials from the government, Sheikh District representatives,
dignitaries, The Pharo Foundation staff, and students. Historically, the Pharo Secondary School, Sheikh, has
played a major role in producing Somaliland’s greatest intellectuals. The Pharo Foundation is keen to build on
these historical foundations to cement the school's ability to address the educational challenges of the twenty
first century.

The team also visited the newly launched Pharo Foundation’s Early Childhood Education (ECE) school in Berbera
town. Additionally, the trustees travelled to the Western Somaliland villages of Wajale, Ijaara, Teysa, and Wado-
Makahil, where the Foundation is undertaking various initiatives across its agriculture and water pillars.

Pharo Ventures Somaliland also hosted the trustees at their Pharo Construction batching plant, where they
showcased their work. The trustees discussed the various milestones achieved by the team, as well as the
challenges involved in growing a commercially and environmentally sustainable business.

A visit to the newly launched launched Foundation’s Early Childhood Education (ECE) school in Berbera, Somaliland.

Trustees and guests at the launch of the girls’ dormitory at the Pharo Secondary School Sheikh, Somaliland.
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Guests and staff at the launch of the girls’ dormitory at the 
Pharo Secondary School Sheikh, Somaliland.

Trustees and staff discussions with the head of the Pharo 
Secondary School Sheikh, Somaliland.

The Pharo Construction batching plant site, Somaliland. Farah Jirdeh-Fonkenell with a group of Somaliland staff.

At the Pharo School Homosha, Ethiopia.

Trustees and staff with the savings group members of the 
Keshaf Farmer Training Centre in Assosa, Ethiopia.

Trustees and staff at the Assosa programme office, Ethiopia. 

At The Pharo Foundation guesthouse and headquarters  
construction site in Assosa, Ethiopia.
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