Pharo Highlights

Education Programme Benchmarking
The Ethiopia education programme management team visited their Somaliland counterparts to benchmark,
learn, and share experiences. The Ethiopia team sought to see the progress and milestones in the Somaliland
education sector. The Pharo Foundation takes an integrated holistic approach to our programmes and
therefore combines water and health aspects to complement the education sector.
The Foundation runs a total of six Pharo Schools in Somaliland and Ethiopia serving over 1500 students. The
Somaliland schools consist of a kindergarten, primary school, secondary school and a Technical Vocational and
Education Training Centre (TVET). Additionally, the Foundation runs 15 Early Childhood Education (ECE)
schools in Somaliland. In Ethiopia, there are two Pharo Schools, a primary school and a secondary all girls
boarding school.
Pharo Schools are centres of excellence offering top-quality education, and integration of extra-curricular
activities to ensure an all-rounded approach. The Pharo Schools follow their respective countries’ national
curriculums, as well as select regional and international ones, to ensure our students are competitive. The
academic structure is complimented by reading materials and creative technology-based learning
solutions. Pharo schools offer a child-friendly learning environment fostering equality and respect.
The Ethiopian education team visit in August included site visits to the various schools. According to
Mohamed Omer, the early childhood development (ECD) manager Somaliland, the Foundation’s desire to
intervene in ECD was because of the gap is in the country’s education sector. The Pharo Foundation
consequently decided to invest in an education system that is holistic, starting from a younger population to
create strong roots.

The Pharo Schools are centres
of excellence offering topquality education, and
integration of extra-curricular
activities to ensure an allrounded approach.

Mesfin Astatike, Ethiopia’s education programme coordinator found the Pharo Kindergarten and Primary
School learning environment amazing. He stated, “The schools are beautiful, the Pharo School teachers are
very well trained, and the managent is professional”.
On his part, Tesfaye Shewarega the head of school, Pharo Primary, Assosa, Ethiopia, appreciated Pharo
Schools Somaliland set up and overall work indicating they were doing a lot of good for the community.
The exchange programme proved beneficial to both the Ethiopia and Somaliland teams. The Foundation is
seeking to foster cross-learning across its programmes to ensure maximum impact of its initiatives.
Tesfaye loved the old, historical buildings of Pharo Secondary Sheikh and both he and Mesfin enjoyed their
trip to Berbera, including seeing the port and trying out the local delicacies. They found the Somaliland people
warm and welcoming.
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