
Launch of Assosa town and Hospital Water Supply Upgrading Project 

Pharo Highlights 

Ethiopia: On 27th November, The Pharo Foundation officially
launched two water projects in Assosa. The launch was
presided over by The Pharo Foundation founder and chair of
the board of trustees, Guillaume Fonkenell. Other attendees
included the Foundation’s board of trustees, the CEO, the
Ethiopia country representative, programme staff, officials
from the Assosa Town Water Supply and Sewerage Authority,
the Benishangul Gumuz Regional Water and Irrigation Bureau,
and the Assosa General Hospital.

The Assosa town water supply upgrading project entailed the
construction of two deep wells, installation of two submersible
pumps and two diesel generators, construction of two
generator and guard houses, fitting of a 10km pipeline with
three water points, and a 25,000-litre water tank. So far, the
project has enabled Assosa town to get 675,000 litres per day,
improving the town's current water supply by 20% and
upgrading the water supply coverage by 8%.

The second water supply project focuses on supporting the
Assosa hospital. The project covered the construction of a
generator and guard house, a 1.2km pipeline, installation of a
submersible pump, and a generator. This water supply project
has enabled the hospital to have a 24-hour water supply. The
hospital can now comfortably cater for its needs and those of
its patients.

The Assosa General Hospital director, Mrs Sofiya Awid,
expressed their appreciation to the Foundation for the project.
Other beneficiaries echoed the same sentiments.

"We are grateful to The Pharo Foundation for 
supporting our community in solving the critical water 

shortage we have had." 
Albeshir Muhamed, Manager, Assosa Town Water Supply and 

Sewerage Authority

The generator and guard houses constructed as part of the 
project.
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The Pharo Foundation founder and chair of the board of
trustees, Guillaume Fonkenell, together with other trustees and
programme staff during the launch.
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Somaliland: One of The Pharo Foundation Somaliland’s
milestone projects, the Illinta village earth dam officially
opened on 21st November. The country representative,
Mohamed Muse Elmi, oversaw the ceremony alongside
government officials and various partners. This event
also marked the groundbreaking ceremony of two new
dams set for construction by the Foundation in Ijara and
Waddo Makahil areas.

Over the years, Illinta village has experienced severe
water shortage forcing the locals to rely on earth dams.
Unfortunately, the existing dam could only hold water
for up to five months and thereafter, residents had to
walk long distances in search of water. The Pharo
Foundation constructed the Illinta earth dam that holds
17,000 cubic metres of water, sufficient for the village
population.

The Foundation works to improve access to safe,
adequate, and affordable drinking water while creating
reliable water sources for improved livelihoods.

Opening of the Illinta Earth Dam in Somaliland

The official opening ceremony of the Illinta dam.

The construction of the Illinta dam. The completed Illinta earth dam.

Livestock at the water point next to the dam. Guests at the Illinta earth dam official opening ceremony.



The Great Ethiopian International Run
Ethiopia: The Pharo Foundation sponsored and participated in the Great Ethiopian International Run on 20th November.
Teams from The Pharo Foundation and Pharo Ventures participated in the event as part of team building. Haile
Gebrselassie, the renowned Ethiopian athlete and Olympic and World Championship title winner, founded the run in
2001. It is considered the biggest road race in Africa. Approximately 50,000 people from over 60 countries participated
in the 2022 run.

Team Activities
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Feedback? Stories & Photos to share?
Please email: jratemo@pharofoundation.org .org

The Pharo Foundation and Pharo Ventures staff at the Great Ethiopia International Run.

Edna Adan Ismail is a woman who wears many hats. A nurse, midwife, activist, the first female Foreign Minister of
Somaliland, a former Minister of Family Welfare and Social Development in Somaliland, and a former first lady.

Her passion for quality health care led her to build a hospital in 1980. She is the Founder and Director of the Edna
Adan Maternity Hospital in Hargeisa, Somaliland. The hospital's mission is to help improve women's health and, in
particular, address the high maternal and infant mortality rate. In addition to providing medical services, the hospital
trains student nurses in midwifery.

Edna has received numerous awards, including the AMANITARE 2002, for opening a private maternity hospital in
Somaliland. Her name has also been added to the Medical Mission Hall of Fame in recognition of her humanitarian
work. She is also a pioneer in the struggle for the abolition of female genital mutilation.

In November, Edna visited Pharo Management and The Pharo Foundation London offices and shared with the staff
about her work in Somaliland. The session provided great insights into the Foundation’s health programme in
Somaliland.

Somaliland’s Edna Adan Ismail

Edna Adan Ismail (centre) with some Pharo Management staff 
and The Pharo Foundation London team. 
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